WHAT’S NEW?

· SEPTEMBER WAS A GREAT MONTH FOR PTA!  We held our first General Meeting of the year and approved a budget. We opened our School Store, held our first Spirit Wear sale and began our membership drive.  Keep on reading for more information about all of these, as well as our plans for the coming months.  

· Our first General Meeting was held on September 11, 2007.   The annual budget was approved.  For a copy of the budget, please contact us.
· After previewing the School Store at Meet the Teacher and Open House, the Student Store officially opened September 14th.  The School Store will be open every Friday during the school year from 8:45-9:15.  Both school supplies and vintage spirit wear are available for purchase during School Store hours.  We are currently seeking volunteers to man the store during the month of October.  If you are interested and are available from 8:15-9:30 on Friday mornings, please let us know.
· PTA MEMBERSHIP CONTINUES TO GROW! If you have joined, be sure and check for your name in our gumball machine display at the main entrance.  We currently have 202 members.  Remember that teachers get extra incentives if their class has 100% participation, so encourage others to join with you.  Membership dues are only $5.00.  If you have any membership questions, please contact Lisa Gantt at lisagantt@earthlink.net.

· COUNT DOWN TO THIS YEAR’S ROCKET RUN:  Our Second Rocket Run will be held on October 19th as part of our Spirit Week.  This event is designated as PTA’s Major Fundraiser for the Year and was a huge success last year in its inaugural year, raising over $9,600 for the purchase of laptops and a lap top cart for our school!  Your children will be bringing home sponsor envelopes on October 5th so students can begin seeking pledges.  We need volunteers to help the day of the event. If you can donate an hour or two, please let us know.  
· SHOW YOUR ROCKET SPIRIT! SPIRIT WEEK IS COMING SOON!  Spirit Week will be held October 15-19. We have a number of events planned for that week and the week will culminate with the Rocket Run on Friday, October 19th.  Check out the list of events:
· Monday: Mix and Match Day
· Tuesday: Crazy Hair Day
· Wednesday: Backwards Day
· Thursday: FVES Spirit Wear Day/ Spirit Night at Chick Fil A
· Friday: Rocket Run

· CLASSROOM PARENTS: The PTA is still enlisting volunteers to serve as classroom parents for each classroom, including specials.  These parents will serve as PTA liaisons to each class, helping solicit volunteers for various school events and providing classroom support to our teachers.  If you have an interest in being a classroom parent, let us know.
· START THE ART!! FVES PTA is a proud sponsor of the PTA Reflections Program, an arts recognition program which gives kids an opportunity to express themselves through dance choreography, film/video production, literature, photography, musical composition and the visual arts.  Works are judged at the school level, locally by district, statewide and nationally.  This year’s theme is “I Can Make a Difference By…” The deadline to submit all entries is December 9, 2007.  More information will be coming soon in Friday Folders.  If you would like to assist in this year’s Reflections Program, let us know.
· DID YOU KNOW?  There are four general PTA meetings during the year, which are primarily informational.  During the other five months, there are Board Meetings, which are held in the Media Center.  These are working meetings where the Board generally hears committee reports from the various committees and makes plans for the upcoming months.  Board Meetings are open to the public and we encourage parents to attend and provide us with their input as to how we can improve the school.  Board meetings are listed below in Mark Your Calendars.  Our first Board Meeting will be October 9th in the Media Center at 6:30 p.m.
· LEAP INTO READING! The Great Leaps Committee is off and running with this year’s reading fluency program.  Great Leaps is a program using classroom volunteers to implement the use of phonics and reading short phrases and short stories to help students become more fluent readers.  Volunteers are needed to work with 3-5 students in each classroom.  It usually takes 5 minutes to work with one student and any spare time you have would be appreciated.  Many volunteers are needed for this program to be a success.  If you would like to make a difference, please contact us or directly contact the committee chair, Nancy Griffith at 801-6952.  
· NEED A TAX BREAK? Become a ROCKET BOOSTER! You can make a tax deductible donation to the FVES PTA.  100% of the proceeds will stay at the school to fund PTA sponsored projects.  If you are interested, please see the Rocket Booster Drive link on the PTA Page of the school website.  Won’t you become a Rocket Booster and help us soar to greater heights?
· CHARACTER COUNTS!   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This year’s Character Education program is going to be geared towards kids and adults thinking about what character is and what it looks like.  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Character Trees” will grow in the Cafeteria.  For each certificate you fill out for your child, they will get a LEAF to add to their grade level’s tree.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1October is Respect and it will be yellow. We look forward to helping your children and the trees grow in Character! If you are interested in assisting with Character Education, please contact us. Character Forms are available also online.
· DID YOU KNOW?  We are trying to do away with fundraising that requires our students to sell things, such as fruit and wrapping paper.  In order to be successful, it is important that each and every one of us support our other fundraising endeavors, such as the Rocket Run, Book Fairs, Rocket Boosters and Holiday Breakfast. 

· NO FRILLS FUNDRAISING: There are a number of opportunities for you to support the school’s fund raising activities in your every day life:
· Harris Teeter Shoppers: Link your Harris Teeter VIC Card to Fuquay Varina Elementary School.  Our school number is 2257.  Once you link your VIC Cards, the school will receive a percentage of our purchases of Harris Teeter brand products back.  
· Food Lion Shoppers: You can link your MVP card to FVES by going to www.foodlion.com and clicking on the Lion’s Share icon on the left.  
· Kroger Shoppers: We need to use special Kroger shopping cards which are available at the school.  Based upon the volume of shopping done, the school earns points towards educational equipment.

· Dine Out Nights: Tired of eating at home?  You can support the school and get a break from the kitchen by visiting certain restaurants in our community who donate a portion of the proceeds to our school.  We have something for every dining taste: 
· Cooley’s:   The first Tuesday in each month, Cooley’s will donate 10% of their proceeds to FVES. Cone on out and support your school.  Our first Cooley’s night is Tuesday, October 2, 2007.
· Chick Fil A: Thursday, October 18th is FVES Spirit Night at Chick Fil A.  Come on out and support your school!

· Tracy’s Tavern:  Every Wednesday in October.  Simply tell your server you are from FVES and the school will get 10% of the FVES sales will be donated to the school
· Moe’s Southwest: Every Wednesday in October, Moe’s will donate 10% of FVES receipts to the school.  In order to participate at Moe’s, you will need a Moe’s ticket from the school.  These will be sent home in Friday folders and also available on the PTA page of the school’s website.

· Jason’s Pizza: Every Thursday in October, Jason’s will donate 20% of the FVES’ receipts to the school.

· BOX TOPS ARE OFF TO A GREAT START!!  Our September Drive brought in over 8,000 box tops!  Keep clipping away!  The winners from the Grades 1-5  September Box Top Drive  are:  Michelle Rose, Josh Tigbayan and Jacob Weathers.
· DID YOU KNOW? When you shop through the Box Top Marketplace at Target, Gap, Lands End, Pottery Barn and a number of other website stores, FVES can receive a percentage of your purchase back as a rebate? For more information, contact us.

· DID YOU KNOW?  When you sign up for Box Tops email, the school gets bonus box tops.  Additionally, it will provide you with great coupons to save you additional money on items you already buy.

· NEED TO BUY THAT TEACHER THE PERFECT GIFT? The FVES PTA wants to help you find that perfect gift for the staff members of FVES.  We are announcing the "staff interests notebook", which is available in the front office for your review.  The notebook contains a brief list of staff interests. This catalog of information was volunteered by the staff and available for everyone's use to offer assistance when trying to select a special gift for our FVES Staff. 
· GOT IEP?  Wake SEPTA (Special Education Parent Teachers Association) is a district wide PTA unit focusing on the needs and interests of parents and educators of students receiving special education services.  Membership is $5.00 annually, but a generous grant exists to allow free memberships to educators and specialists.  For more information, call 788-2500, emails WakeSEPTA.org or visit www.WakeSEPTA.org.

· COATS FOR KIDS: On November 10th, FVES will be distributing coats to people in need as a part of Coats for the Children.  Coats are available to those in need and those wanting to donate coats can drop them off at the same time.  Volunteers are needed on November 9th for set up and for November 10th to work the drop off.  If you are interested in assisting with this worthy civic project, please let us know.
· HELP SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL! A grant proposal has been submitted to fund a summer school program for at risk students.  Please click this link to lend your support by providing a favorable comment. The school should hear back as to whether they have received a grant by the end of November.  Stay tuned!  http://www.myhometownhelper.com/ViewProject.aspx?id=27177
· THANKS TO THOSE WHO ACCEPTED OUR VOLUNTEER CHALLENGE! It’s not too late for the rest of you.  Whether you are a stay at home parent, one who works full time or something in between, there are plenty of opportunities for you to become more involved.  Send us an email and let us know what you can do!

· WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE OUR EMAIL UPDATES?  We will be updating PTA members by email periodically of upcoming events and needs.  If you would like to be included on out E-Contact List, please let us know.
· MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE IMPORTANT DATES!
· October 2:  FVES Night at Cooley’s

· October 5: Early Release Day

· October 5: School Store

· October 9: PTA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. (FVES Media Center) – parents are welcome

· October 12: School Store

· October 15-19: Spirit Week

· October 18: Chick Fil A Spirit Night

· October 19: Rocket Run

· October 19: School Store

· October 26: First Quarter Ends

· October 26: PTA Committee Reports are Due for the First Quarter

· October 26: School Store

· October 29: Teacher Workday

· November 2:
Report Cards Issued

· November 2: School Store

· November 6: FVES Night at Cooley’s

· November 9:  School Store

· November 10: Coats for Kids (9:00 AM-12:00 PM)

· November 12: Vacation Day

· November 13: PTA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. (FVES Media Center) – 

parents are welcome 

· November 13-20: Book Fair   

· November 15: Moonlight Reading

· Book Fair is Open

· Community Dinner sponsored by Rudino’s (5:30-6:30)

· November 16: School Store 

· November 30: School Store

GET CONNECTED - fuquayes.wcpss.net/pta.html
STAY IN TOUCH - fvespta@wcpss.net
GET INVOLVED – VOLUNTEER

FVES ROCKETS

